
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 10/26/21 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
Dt 6:2-6 
Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 (I love you, Lord, my strength) 
Heb 7:23-28 
Mk 12:28b-34 

GOSPEL: 
• Scribes (scholars of the law) - they ask the first of the commandments. 

• There were hundreds of them (in addition to the 10), how will he choose …. 
• He quotes the most famous prayer of Jews that they pray daily. 

• His questioners know it well.  It is a summary of all the duties and various commands related to 
God. 

• The second is also a scriptural quote. 
• How are the two related?  What does it mean to love? 
• They affirm that his answer is correct, and that it is worth more than pious practices. 
• Where does God also speak about a preference to love and devotion? 

• You have not desired sacrifice and meal offering; You have opened my ears; You have not required burnt 
offering and sin offering.  Then I said, “Behold, I have come; It is written of me in the scroll of the book. 
I delight to do Your will, my God; Your Law is within my heart.” Ps 40:6-8) 

• The man’s understanding indicates he is “not far from” the kingdom of God,what does this mean? 

FIRST READING: 
• Here we see the origin of the prayer Jesus quotes. 
• A reference to fearing the Lord - and also a reference to keep ALL the statutes of the Lord. 

• Taking to the heart, and love, involve action as well. 
• What are the promises attached that Moses speaks of?  What do these things mean? 
• Taking the words to the heart means what? 

SECOND READING: 
• The human sacrifices, offered by the Levitical priests, were partial and temporary. 
• The office of priest had to be renewed in others. 
• Jesus is the new and eternal priest - our priests are not like the human priests, offering human 

sacrifices.  Jesus Himself embodies self in the priest so that the one sacrifice of Jesus (which is 
not temporary) is being offered. 

• Humans of the old priesthood were examples of what the sacrifice would be, and their sacrifices 
were not fully effective.  Our priests now stand in the place of the one true priest - and so 
participate in an eternal sacrifice. We all share the priesthood to a degree.  AN like cells of the 
body of the one priest, we are rep;aced over and over - yet when sacrifice is offered it is the one 
priest Jesus doing it. 

—-Closing Prayer 


